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1. Columbia University Oral History Project interview (CUOHP) 526,
Ladislas (Ldszl6) Szolnoki, twenty-eight-year-old unmarried histori-
an, “a highly intelligent man.”

2. Interview of Paul Mathias, Paris, June 1978.

Chapter 2: Liberation

1. Imre Nagy, Speech at Commemoration Session of Parliament held at
Debrecen, December 21, 1954; broadcast by Budapest home service,
December 21, 1954, at five fifty p.m.

2. Matthias Annabring: Der Freibeitskampf in Ungarn (Stuttgart, Aalen,
1957), pages 19fF.

3. H54M, one of a series of Hungarians subjected to expert interview
at Cornell University; the H-series reports used here are in the files
of Dr. Richard M. Stephenson at Rutgers University, Department of
Sociology.

4. H35M, a fifty-three-year-old motor engineer with a Ph.D. in political
science.

5. H75M, a journalist on the Party newspaper Free People (Szabad Nép).

6. H41E Mrs. Bondor, aged thirty-seven, questioned on March 28, 1957;
her husband H36M was also a source.
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Chapter 3: Rékosi

1. In the John Foster Dulles papers at Princeton University is a paper en-
titled, “What the United States might lose if the Yalta, Potsdam and
other Agreements were denounced.”

2. Julius (Gyula) Hédy was interviewed at Ascona, Switzerland, in August
1974; and see his memoirs, Geboren 1900 (Hamburg, 1971), page
297.

3. H75M.

Chapter 4: Salami Tactics

1. On February 29, 1952, Matthias (Mdtyds) Rékosi delivered a famous
lecture to an Indoctrination Course of the Hungarian Workers’ Party
called “The Road of our People’s Democracy.” It was published in
Social Review (1drsadalmi Szemle), Budapest, February-March 1952,
pages 114-150. An English translation will be found in the records of
Charles Bohlen, 1942-1952, Box 7, National Archives and Records
Service (NARS), Washington, Record Group (RG) 59. A summary is
in State Department intelligence report 5882.

. Ibid.

. Joseph (Jozsef) Révai, article in Zidrsadalmi Szemle, Budapest, March-
April 1949.

4. CUOHP, 227, Bishop Jénos Odon Péterfalvy, forty-five-year-old Greek
Orthodox bishop.

. See Note 1.

. Magyar Kozosség, an underground organisation.

. CUOHP, 602, a fifty-cight-year-old Smallholder member of Parlia-

ment, 1945-1946.

8. Author’s interviews of Béla Szdsz, a fellow student of Rajk, London,
August 1974 and March 1978; and of Mrs. Julia Rajk, Budapest, May
1980.

9. CUOHP, 515, Ernest (Ernd) Farnadi, who was district police chief
of Gyér under the Social Democrats, November 1945 to November
1947.
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10. MDD, Magyar Dolgozok Pértja (Hungarian Workers® Party).

Chapter 5: The High Profile

1. H74M.

2. H71M, editor of Revolutionary Youth (Forralmi Ifjiisdg) newspaper
during the uprising.

3. Jay Schulman, sociologist, speaking at a seminar on April 12, 1957.

4. CUOHP, 242, Joseph (J6zsef) Fazekas, forty-three-year-old engineer.

5. H13M, and CUOHP, 213, twenty-two-year-old student.

6. In Hungarian, jd megértik.

7. H38M, a paper-cutter of thirty-four. His view was supported by H34M,
a thirty-three-year-old Jewish lawyer interviewed in March 1957.

8. H43M.

9. H24M.

Chapter 6: Takeover

1. General Béla Kirdly, “Hungary’s Army under the Soviets,” in East Eu-
rope, 3/1958, pages 3-14.

. Speech, February 29, 1952.

. H74M.

. Speech, February 29, 1952.

. Hay, Geboren 1900, page 133.

. Interview of Frigyes Rubin, June 1978; and of Msgr. Béla Ispanky, Jan-

S\ N W N

uary 1975, who encountered Gdbor Péter in prison.

7. Decree 4353, published in the Hungarian Gazette (Magyar Kizlony).

8. H64M, a sixteen-year-old schoolboy, Louis (Lajos) Hévézi.

9. H44M, George (Gyorgy) Bastomov, bus driver.

10. Frederick T. Merrill, Special Assistant, US legation in Budapest, confi-
dential biographical data, November 22, 1945: “Mindszenty, Jézsef ”
(National Archives, Washington (NARS), Record Group 59, Box 28:
Records of the Personal Representative to Pope Pius XII).
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11. That they were forged was revealed later by the AVO’s master counter-
feiter, Ladislas (Ldszl4) Sulner, who fled to the West.

12. Hoover (acting secretary) to Wailes, tel. 241, November 16, 1956; and
cf. World Telegram and Sun, New York, September 26, 1955.

Chapter 7: The Tortured Silence

1. Speech, February 29, 1952.

2. Imre Nagy’s memoirs were first published on March 15, 1957, in En-
gland by Ladislas (Ldszl6) Kardos, who described himself as their res-
cuer. Nagy had begun writing in the summer of 1955, had completed
the 115,000 words in the summer of 1956 and had given the docu-
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Committee. The uprising intervened, however. According to testimo-
ny given on June 11, 1957, at the trial of Imre Nagy, by a former
driver at the legation and no doubt an AVH officer, Kardos hoped to
transmit the “subversive” writings to the West; Kardos had prevailed
upon one Arpdd Goncz to suggest to his friend the chauffeur that a
deal be struck with Mr. Cope of the British legation, whereby Kardos
would be spirited out of the country in return for the documents.
Goncz told the chauffeur in May 1957 that Kardos had been arrested,
The manuscript was published in four languages (see Bibliography
for details). It was accepted as authentic by the Hungarian journal
Tidrsadalmi Szemle, December 11, 1957, and extracts were published
in the West by émigré newspapers like Nemzetor, in Munich, and by
Irodalmi Ujsdg in London.

3. CUOHP, 483, Joseph (J6zsef) Parlagi, a Jewish insurance expert; and
458, Dr. George (Gyorgy) Kdrolyi, thirty-seven-year-old chief ac-
countant. The statistics were cited by Edmund O. Stillman, Chief of
Special Publications department of the Free Europe Committee Inc.,
in the Second Seminar, June 6, 1958, pages 54ff.

4. H54M.
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5. CUOHPD, 608, a forty-one-year-old professor of law at Budapest Uni-
versity, later (1951) reduced to the status of reader; and 625, Louis
(Lajos) Bardt, twenty-eight-year-old assistant to professor of civic law
at Budapest University.

6. In Moscow the author met a man who had once bumped into Kaddr
standing humbly in a queue in a restaurant. These biographical details
are from Népszabadsig, March 3, 1957; Current Biography, 1957, pag-
es 2871f.; New York Times, October 26, 1956; Time, January 14, 1957;
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December 11, 1956.
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Chapter 8: Trial and Error

1. Szabad Nép, June 19, 1949; and CUOHP, 451, Béla Szdsz.

2. CUOHDP, 566, Lazarus Brankov, forty-four-year-old Serbian, a lieu-
tenant-colonel in Yugoslav army until 1947.

3. Why did Rajk “confess”> Modern legend says that it was Kdddr who
persuaded him to do so. At the time, William (Vilmos) Olti himself,
a leading judge, told Louis (Lajos) Bardt, an assistant professor of civ-
il law at Budapest University (CUOHDP, 625) that Michael (Mihily)
Farkas persuaded Rajk to admit his guilt, as a service to Communism.

Rajk believed it was only a mock trial, and yelled, “They tricked me!”
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when he learned differently. (“Whereupon,” added Bardr, “Kdddr
fainted.”)

Chapter 9: Into the Darkness

1. Interview of George (Gy6rgy) Marosdn, October 1978.

2. Hay, Geboren 1900, page 276.

3. The author obtained the CIA file on Paul (Pal) Maléter, and interviewed
Zoltan Vas in September 1979. In general on Maléter: see Gosztony’s
articles in 7he Review, Brussels, 1957, pages 8ff., and in Problems of
Communism, March/April 1966, pages 54ff.; extracts from Maléter’s
personnel file were published by the Communists in Free Soil (Szabad
Fold) on March 3, 1957.
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yar Partizdnok Batjdrsi Szovetsége.

6. Maria Maléter, “Ungarns stolzer Rebell,” in Das Beste aus Reader’s Di-
gest, 1959.
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3. George Kdldi, “Fiinf lange Jahre nach kurzer Freiheit,” in Stimmen der
Zeit, vol. 169, page 134.

4. CUOHP, 427, Paul (P4l) Hovanyi, fifty-one-year-old civil servant.
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9. Szabad Nép, March 18, April 27, July 1, and October 29, 1952.

10. US State Department, intelligence report, February 1, 1955.

11. H44M, George Bastomov; and CUOHP, 551, Zoltdn Szdray.

12. CUOHP, 564, anonymous Jewish factory worker.

13. CUOHP, 567, Tibor Méray, journalist.

14. CUOHP, 563, Peter Kende, Jewish journalist.
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. H30F.

. H42M, toolmaker.

. H29M, assistant professor of surgery.

. H44M.

. H42M.
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Margaret (Margit) Zsengellér, quoted in Baudy, pages 116ff.
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Stephen (Istvdn) Mdrkus, in Star (Csillag), September 1956.
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Interview of Nagy’s daughter, Mrs. Francis (Ferenc) Jdnosi, Budapest,
September 1979.

Chapter 15: Fan Language

1
2.
3.

. Imre Nagy, memoirs.

Interview of Professor Nicholas (Miklés) Molndr, Geneva, April 1979.
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9. New York Times, March 10 and April 27, 1957.

10. H74M.

743



UPRISING!

11. CUOHP, 616, Nicholas (Miklés) Molnir.

12. CUOHP, 500, Thomas (Tamds) Aczél, and 506, George (Gyorgy)
Faludy.
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Maléter’s Last Days) in frodalmi Ujm’g, London, May/June 1978,
pages 3-4.

17. New York Times, April 19 and 24, 1955; and Népszabadsdig, May 17,
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Andrds Mink

FROM THE
HUNGARIAN SECRET
ARCHIVES

IN A LIBEL ACTION that generated worldwide interest, a court in England
ruled in April 2000 that it was not libellous to brand the British historian
David Irving as an apologist for Hitler and a Holocaust denier.

The Second World War and the Nazi leaders, however, do not cover
the entire range of Irving’s scholarly attention: one of his works also dis-
cusses the Hungarian Revolution of 1956, a 600-page book brought out
by Hodder and Stoughton of London in 1981 to mark the 25th anniver-
sary of the Revolution. Recent research among the Hungarian Foreign
Ministry’s documents held in the National Archive puts Irving’s work in a

new and interesting light.!
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Irving’s 1956

Surprising though it may be, no Western historian produced a detailed
book on 1956 up until the mid-1970s. There were, of course, some com-
prehensive accounts written by Hungarian authors who had managed
to escape to the West (Tamds Aczél, Tibor Méray, Ferenc Fejto, Gyodrgy
Mikes, George Urbdn, Miklés Molndr, Ferenc A. Vili), as well as the recol-
lections of Western observers, not to mention various essays and political
pamphlets that attempted to place 1956 into a world history context.”
The propaganda of the Kddar regime basically put forward three claims
in connection with the “counter-revolution” of 1956.° The uprising was
organized and directed off-stage by Hungarian reactionaries (former land-
owners, the clergy, former Arrow-Cross members and Horthy’s followers),
whose aim was the restoration of the previous, part-feudal and part-cap-
italist order and/or the Nazi (Arrow Cross) regime. Revealingly, in 1957
the Hungarian envoy argued in front of the UN special committee that
the Hungarian government was under obligation, in accordance with the
terms of the Paris Peace Treaty of 1946, to clamp down on Fascist stir-
rings. The other factor was the alleged activity of foreign intelligence orga-
nizations, “the imperialists”. This could explain both why the Hungarian
people (i.e., the Hungarian Communist Party) had been unable to put
down the “counter-revolutionary rebellion” on its own, and provided jus-
tification for the Soviet intervention:

And finally, a prominent role was assigned to the “revisionist traitors”
(the Imre Nagy group) who had deliberately subverted the party and pre-
pared the ground for the takeover by the forces of reaction. It is regarding
these questions that the Hungarian authors in exile and western observers
alike unanimously repudiated the allegations of the Kdddr regime, point-
ing out that the spontaneous popular uprising of 1956 was sparked off
by the deceit and brutality of Mdtyds Rékosi’s Stalinist regime. The insur-
gents fought against dictatorship and for national independence, and not

for any restoration of the old social order.
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Under the title “David Irving and the 1956 Revolution,” this paper
first appeared in Hungarian Quarterly, vol. xli, no. 160, Winter 2000, pp.
117-128 and their copyright is recognized.

When Irving embarked on his research, political interest in 1956 had
already started to wane in the West. By 1966, one had the feeling that
the Western media were willing to turn a blind eye on 1956 as a result of
Kdddr's successful efforts at consolidating his rule.* However, by the time
Irving’s book was published in 1981, this momentary lapse of interest
had passed. It was not just the anniversary that placed Irving’s book in
an entirely different context. Dramatic changes were fermenting inside
the Soviet Empire. and superpower relations, changes which all worked
towards enhancing the significance of 1956. From a major tragic episode
in the Cold War years, it was beginning to take on the status of the Soviet
Empire’s Stalingrad.

It is worth examining Irving’s book in this context. I shall not bother
pointing out the factual errors. From the historian’s viewpoint there is
much more to learn by studying what kind of picture Irving presents of
1956 in 1981 to a western audience that unanimously regarded the 1956
Revolution as a democratic popular movement.

The title Uprising! already indicates that, in defiance of the popular
view, the author does not see 1956 as a revolution.

In his Introduction he quotes Trotsky:

“Historians and politicians usually give the name of spontaneous in-
surrection to a movement of the masses united by a common hostility
against the old regime, but not having a clear aim, deliberated methods
of struggle, or leadership, consciously showing the way to victory”; then
he continues his argument by claiming the following: “What happened
in Hungary in October 1956 was not a revolution but an insurrection. It
was an uprising. When it began it was spontaneous and leaderless, and it
was truly a movement of the masses bound by one common hatred of the

old regime.”

807



UPRISING!

In his introduction Irving dissociated himself from the view that as-
signed to Imre Nagy and the group of intellectuals rallying around him
— whom he repeatedly calls “eggheads” — a glorious role either in the
uprising, or in the preparations leading to it. “Nor am I tempted to shed
tears over the fate of Imre Nagy, who found himself cast willy-nilly in the
role of rebel premier. I [. . .] find little that distinguishes him from the
other faceless Communists who were carried into power from Moscow
exile, and sustained there by the guns of Soviet tanks.”®

Irving takes an avid interest in the Jewish element among those who
played a role in Hungarian history after the war and during 1956. The
book’s English edition begins with a biographical rundown of the main
protagonists.” Each entry, where it is at all possible, begins with the state-
ment “Jewish” (Irving actually makes occasional mistakes), a statement
which precedes information relating to occupation or position. In the rest
of these potted biographies Irving fails to mention whether or not the
person is “Magyar”.

He reveals nothing of the origins of Cardinal Mindszenty (originally
Péhm), Gy6rgy Marosdn or Janos Csermanek (Kdddr’s original surname),
surnames that all suggest non-Magyar origins). Interestingly, this bi-
ographical list was not included in the German edition of the book. Irving
explained to a reviewer of the German edition, Wilhelm Dietl, “this could
have caused misunderstandings in Germany.”®

Jewish origin is indicated even for individuals who had absolutely
nothing to do with the events in Hungary, as with one French journalist:

“Michel Gordey, Jewish reporter on France-Soir”.

IRVING MAKES NO BONES about his opinion that the Jewish question and
antisemitism played a crucial role in the Hungarian events. The latent
antisemitism of the ordinary population was aroused by the all-out ter-
ror unleashed by the Jewish clique both among the Muscovite Commu-
nists and in the AVH (State Security Bureau), still trying to avenge the
mass-murder of Jews in 1944. While still in Moscow, through his deal-

ings in the Comintern, Mdtyds Rékosi seized leadership of the Hungarian
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Communist Party with “the tact of a kosher butcher”; upon his return to
Hungary he used similar brutality in slicing up the non-Communist po-
litical parties. After all this it was small wonder if the “regime’s high Jewish
profile caused deep popular resentment. . .”

On the basis of the interviews conducted with Hungarian refugees
of 1956 as part of Columbia University’s Oral History Project, he states:
“Paradoxically, the antisemitism generated by the Communist activities
was so pervasive that many Jews were themselves infected by it.”'" The sec-
ond, 1986, edition of his book also had a subtitle, “One Nation’s Night-
mare”."!

This explains why Irving’s account wasted no words on the politi-
cal turn that the year 1953 (Imre Nagy’s first premiership) had brought,
just as it also ignored the Party’s internal opposition gathering around
Imre Nagy, the Petéfi Circle, the workers’ councils, the local revolution-
ary committees, and the re-established political parties, all of which were
considered important political factors in historical works devoted to 1956.
In Irving’s view, Imre Nagy drifted helplessly with the events. Initially he
tried to preserve the Party’s power. Irving takes Marosdn’s claim at face val-
ue, whereby Imre Nagy had consented to inviting the Soviet troops on the
night of October 23.'* Later, Nagy was forced to accept the insurgents’” de-
mands under the pressure of the street. “Bit by bit he was dragging himself
like a mortally injured cowboy along the dusty track down which the rebel
hordes had long galloped with their demands. He could never catch up.”"

Irving regards the insurgent streetfighters as the true protagonists of
1956. In that light it is all the more peculiar that, with a few exceptions,
he habitually refers to them as “rebel/revolutionary mob” or “hordes”. He
has little sympathy for the secret police, the AVH, yet he hints that “As
Miinnich and his evil cronies must have foreseen, in the country’s present
mood the result of disbanding of the AVH was bound to be a pogrom.”

As, indeed, the events proved. “The mob rage was primeval, primitive

and brutal. It was the closest that the uprising came to an antisemitic po-
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grom, as the largely Jewish AVH officials were mercilessly winkled out of
the boltholes where they fled,” Irving writes on the lynchings.'*

Similarly to the “counter-revolutionary” accounts loyal to Kddar,
Irving, too, presents the bloodbath in Koztdrsasig Square as the crucial
turning point, the moment when Imre Nagy and his government com-
pletely lost control of events. It was typical of the ensuing chaos, accord-
ing to Irving, that on November I the Communist apparatchiks rallying
around Nagy were already talking of a possible repetition of the White
Terror that had followed the put-down of the Hungarian Soviet Republic
of 1919. As the story goes, it was precisely these developments, the death
of Party Secretary Imre Mezd and the threat of a civil war, which moti-
vated Kddér to switch to the Russian side. The picture is a dramatic one:
Kdddr swears revenge at Imre Mez&’s deathbed.' Both he and Khrushchev
had to hurry if they wanted to salvage something from the situation. “A
historic decision confronts Khrushchev. He cannot risk a NATO presence
in Hungary, nor can he delay his action too long: at any moment a final
pogrom may liquidate the country’s remaining flunkies.”"”

After the revolution, Kdddr and his followers tried to justify the invita-
tion of the Soviet troops by calling attention to the imminent threat of the
“henchmen of the counter-revolution” preparing for the final showdown,
with the West standing by ready to invade, while the Party, somewhat
shaken — or, according to a later version, deliberately maimed “by Imre
Nagy and his accomplices” — was no longer able to normalize the situa-

tion.

Analogies

As contemporary western reviewers themselves pointed out, Irving’s book
shows analogies with the theses of the propaganda of the Kdddr regime.
The most notable analogy is that Irving, too, empties 1956 of its demo-
cratic political content. There are no heroes in Irving’s account of 1956.
Imre Nagy, the puppet on a string, is not a hero; neither are there any he-

roes among the Party’s anti-Stalinist opposition, the “eggheads”, or among
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the mob, or among the cowardly and opportunist fellow travellers. Sin-
dor Kopdcsi, Budapest’s police chief, is a sly timeserver;'® Colonel Maléter,
Minister of Defence in Imre Nagy’s government, divorced his first wife on
Party orders."”

Irving pays no attention to political agendas and events, the workers’
councils and the students, the demands and the press of the revolution,
the negotiations, the political deals, nor to the analysis of the dilemmas
and situations that the actors had to confront.

Irving credits, and uses without criticism, all the defamations that
Kéddr and his followers heaped upon the prominent figures of the revolu-
tion. The message of these insinuations was that, rather than being guided
by political ideas, and instead of making moral and political decisions, the
leaders of the “counter-revolution” merely lost a struggle for power.’

Instead of offering political analysis, Irving merely draws up vivid pic-
tures of pogroms. This was at variance with the generally accepted view
held by both the contemporary opposition and the western public, as well
as with reality. Like the Kdddr regime’s propaganda machine, Irving’s book
challenges the view that 1956 was a democratic movement enjoying broad
popular support. Both representations claim that the lynchings — the
man-hunts against Communists and other progressively minded people
according to the Kdddr propaganda, and the pogrom against the Jewish
Communists in Irving’s book — were essential parts of 1956, rather than
being tragic but marginal incidents, also few in number. At this point,
however, the relationship between Irving and the Kdddr regime’s interpre-
tation assumes a paradoxical nature.

At the core of the Kdddr regime’s picture of a counter-revolution was
the claim that the struggle that had been continuously waged between
Fascist anti-Communist elements and progressive forces since 1919 broke
out with renewed force once again in 1956. The White Terror, lynchings
and pogroms of 1956 were the latest editions of the White Terror of 1919
and the Arrow-Cross atrocities of 1944. Exploiting the dissatisfaction of

the masses disillusioned with the Rdkosi regime, the dark forces of the
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past, the déclassé gentry and the Fascist lumpenproletariat tried to seize
power with the active involvement of the western spy organizations.

According to the official interpretation, the “counter-revolution” of
1956 was a Fascist stirring, because it was directed against the Commu-
nists. Irving did not claim that 1956 was a Fascist rebellion, yet he paints
the same picture from a different perspective: in 1956, just as in 1919
and 1944, the people’s wrath was primarily directed against the Jews who
happened to be Communists.

Irving’s book documents, and indirectly proves, what Kdddr’s ideolo-
gists had always maintained about 1956. It has taken over all the elements
that have fitted into his antisemitic preconception. And most importantly,
it has taken over their views on the fundamental character and dynamism
of the events. The question that now remains is how he had come by his

information.

The genesis of the book

According to a rather complimentary review published by Der Spiegel on
May 4, 1981, Irving was the first Western historian who, in addition to
the classified files held in Western archives (the article seems to know that
Irving had some contacts within the US secret services) had access to the
“seemingly inaccessible” Hungarian sources.?!

The book’s Introduction reveals that Irving had visited Hungary
(which was at that time a closely-controlled police state behind the Iron Cur-
tain] on several occasions. He interviewed, among others, Andrds Hege-
diis, Hungary’s Prime Minister at the time when the revolution broke out;
(later, after the I 960s, Hegediis turned against the dictatorship and be-
came an opposition politician and thinker). He also talked to Péter Rényi,
who during the 1970s and 1980s was deputy editor of Népszabadsdg, the
Party’s official daily paper; to Gyorgy Marosdn, a former Social Democrat
who was, for a number of years after 1956, Kadér’s “strong man”, and
who, until his fall from grace in 1962, was seen as Kdddr’s rival; and to

several politicians active in 1956, including Miklés Visdrhelyi, the press
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secretary of the Imre Nagy cabinet. In the Introduction, Irving acknowl-
edges his special gratitude to Ervin Hollés, the Kddar regime’s most influ-
ential historian on the “counter-revolution”, who was a police lieutenant
colonel after 1956, acting as head of the Political Investigation Depart-
ment of Budapest, and the éminence grise behind the reprisals following

the revolution.

ACCORDING TO THE ARCHIVES of the Hungarian Foreign Ministry, David
Irving made contact with the London Embassy of the Hungarian People’s
Republic in 1973.2* We learn of this first contact from a document filed
later, in 1974.% According to this, Irving offered to “come out with a book
that challenged the fashionable western interpretation.” He promised to
draw an “objective” picture of 1956, one that also included the elements
of the official Hungarian view; in addition, he also offered to “hand over
the photocopies of documents related to the events of 1956, held in Brit-
ish, West German and US archives.” The authorities concerned were of
the opinion that Irving’s offer was worth considering. After conferring
with the HSWP (Hungarian Socialist Workers’ Party) Agitation and Pro-
paganda Department, the Foreign Ministry issued the necessary visa to
Irving,* who on his first visit to Hungary in 1973 met Péter Rényi, the
hardliner deputy editor of Népszabadsig.

To inspire trust, Irving declared that he had never read the Western
publications on 1956, because he did not want to be influenced by them.
Rényi, by contrast, was of the opinion that Irving “does not know Hun-
garian history, and wants to dish up cheap sensations, rather than write a
scholarly in-depth analysis [. . .]; wants to rely on the power of novelty and
surprise to make an impression [. . .] It was to that effect that he wished
to conduct an interview with Comrade Jénos Kdddr. [. . .] Comrade Rényi
thought that the publication of such a book, one that was not at variance
with our views and which reflected reality, would not be unfavourable to
our interests. But that would require the involvement of suitable, skilled
and informed historians and perhaps even institutions, as well as a great

deal of energy.””
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The report mentions that Rényi had tried to dissuade Irving from the
project.

During the following years there was internal discussion on the use-
fulness and actuality of Irving’s offer. However, contacts with Irving were
not severed, and the direct negotiations were conducted by the Hungarian
Embassy in London. In a letter dated October 9, 1974, Ambassador Ven-
cel Hézi came out in favour of supporting Irving’s project. He pointed out
that “books of rightwing conception® were coming out one after the oth-
er, bearing in mind first and foremost William Shawcross’s Kddar biogra-
phy. Published in 1973, Shawcross’s book irritated the Hungarians to such
a degree that they tried to stop its publication by applying pressure on the
Foreign Office’s Press Department.?® On that basis, therefore, Vencel Hazi
recommended the following course of action: “[. . .] we recommend that
D. Irving’s offer he seriously considered, since he has promised to incorpo-
rate in his book our own view on 1956, along with our proofs of Western
subversion, and he will publish the available material in connection with
this only with our prior approval.””

Jend Randé, head of the Foreign Ministry’s Press Department, did not
share the Ambassador’s opinion. In a letter written on November 4, 1974
he argued: “Despite the books by Shawcross, Barber, Hdy and Mindsz-
enty, we do not think his book to be timely, it would stir up the subject
just when interest in it was ebbing away. [. . .] On top of that, we have no
guarantee that Irving would write the book at a high professional standard
and that it would he received favourably by the British press.“*®

The Foreign Ministry’s apparatus was firmly of the opinion that there
was nothing to be gained from keeping the subject of 1956 open. It would
impede Hungary’s efforts to improve relations with the West, and would
only limit the country’s manoeuvring space; in addition, keeping the dis-
course on 1956 open would only serve the interests of those who would
like to continue keeping Kddér’'s Hungary in a political quarantine.”

The documents fail to mention the name of the person who made the

decision at the top level to support Irving regardless of all these objections.
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Tamids Pélos, the deputy head of the Agitation and Propaganda Depart-
ment, played an important role in tipping the scale. In November 1974
Pilos wrote to Mihaly Kornidesz, the head of the HSWP’s Scientific, Pub-
lic Education and Cultural Department. He argued: “I think it requires a
political decision to decide whether we should lend support to a Western
Journalist in writing a book on the events of the counter-revolution of
1956. My view is that we should because so far only one-sided accounts
of the events have been published in the west, and our White Book® has
never been circulated. Therefore, in the final analysis, we. would merely
make the material published in the White Book and in the books written
by Janos Molndr and Jdnos Berecz®' available to Irving. This involves no
risk at all, as these books have already been published. Also, a consultant
would be able to influence the writing in our favour.“*

Naturally, Pdlos was fully aware of the possible risks and counter-ar-
guments. On January 6, 1975, just one day before the final decision, he
wrote to Kdroly Grész, the Departments newly appointed head (Kdro-
ly Grész later became Kdddr’s successor, appointed as Prime Minister in
1988 and serving as the Party’s last First Secretary in 1988-89):

“[. . .] on the basis of the Hungarian documentation he is will-
ing to refute the works published in the West on the subject.
[. . .] Two factors should he weighed against one another here:
1) the West has already lost interest in 1956, and Irving would
revive this interest, opening new opportunities for right-wing
émigrés and giving rise to further polemics. 2) We must count-
er-balance the works published in the West. [. . .] Our recom-
mendation is, therefore, to accept Irving’s offer. We can steer his
work in the night direction by asking him to sign an agreement
with the publisher, Kossuth Publishers, about the preparation
of the basic materials; while Kossuth Publishers would deal not
with Irving but with the British publisher interested in the pub-

lication. As a consultant. Comrade Ervin Holl4s should assist
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Irving. and the government organizations concerned should

help Comrade Holl6s.”*

On the following day, the Agitation and Propaganda Committee en-
dorsed the proposal of the Agitation and Propaganda Department: “The
Agitation and Propaganda Department made it known that, at his own
request, a British journalist would like to write a book on the Hungarian
counter-revolution in the spirit of the HSWP’S political statements and
documents. The Committee agrees.” On the other hand, the committee’s
resolution makes it clear that “we shall not lend any financial support to
Irving’s endeavour.”

Still on this same day, Pdlos sent a communiqué to Jend Randé at
the Foreign Ministry’s Press Department; “The Central Committee’s body
affected in the matter was. of the opinion that it would be expedient to
make the books and documents published on the Hungarian counter-rev-
olution available to the British Journalist David Irving. and assign a con-
sultant to help him in the work. We recommend Comrade Ervin Holl6s
as a consultant.“

Irving was given the green light.

According to Jené Rande’s report, Irving arrived in Hungary for his
second visit on March 9, 1975.' This time he stayed only for a few days
in order to meet his assigned consultant, Ervin Hollés. Since Hollds was
busy, they only met once, on March 12, for dinner at the Hotel Gellért.
The Foreign Ministry’s interpreter, Erika L4szl6, reported that Irving had
failed to make a good impression on Holl6s. Irving asked Hollés to com-
pile some sort of a list of source documents for his next, longer, visit in the
autumn. The report also mentions Irving stating that “should the Hungar-
ians fail to provide material for his topic, he would probably drop the idea
of writing the book altogether.”"”

There is a hiatus in the documents after this. We know that Irving
returned to Hungary on numerous occasions between 1975 and 1979,
and conducted several interviews during his stays. He also visited Moscow,

where he had a chance to talk to General Batov, who had commanded the
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strategically very important Sub-Carpathian Military Region during the
revolution. The documents held in Hungarian archives, however, shed no
light on these trips.

We can once again pick up the thread in the summer of 1978. We find
Rezsé Bénydsz, at the head of the Foreign Ministry’s Press Department at
the time, the man who subsequently became the government spokesman.
In a letter dated July 29, 1978, he advised the Agitation and Propaganda
Department to sever relations with Irving. Bdnydsz believed that Irving
was not a serious writer, and he was not familiar with Hungarian history
either. On top of that, Binydsz was already aware of the media response
generated by his book on Hitler — “he wrote a book that took a favour-
able view of Hitler” — and he also warned of Irving’s intention to meet
disreputable characters (presumably he was thinking of members of the
Opposition in 1956). But Pdlos still stuck to his earlier decision, pointing
out in his brief reply that “in the matter of the British historian David
Irving, we continue to stand by own decision made in January 1975.7%

Therefore, they continued maintaining contact with Irving. In the au-
tumn of 1978 Irving once again applied for a visa. The London Embassy’s
report to the Foreign Ministry noted that “the collection of material for
his book on 1956 progresses nicely. He received new material from the
USA, including the complete CIA file on Comrade Jinos Kdddr; which is
approximately 5 centimetres thick and contains everything that the CIA
had ever compiled on Comrade Jdnos Kadar.

The Hungarian authorities will probably be satisfied with the book’s
tone; because he had obtained the telegraphic correspondence between
Radio Free Europe and New York in the said period, which clearly out-
lines Radio Free Europe’s role in the events of 1956.”"

However, the Foreign Ministry’s evaluation on the following day still
showed some vacillation: “Irving’s activities and aim are not clear, because
they neveal two tendencies: 1) The CIA’s hand is in it and they want to
leak certain information, the purpose of which is still unclear. 2) If we

assume his loyalty to us; then it is possible that he wants to write a book in
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which he would disclose the intervention of the US agencies in the 1956
counter-revolution He will write the book, whether we let him in on not,
so it makes more sense to let him in and sound out his intentions.” Rezsé
Bédnydsz summed up what was to be done as follows: “1) I recommend
that we inform Comrade Pilos; 2) My impression is that Irving is leading
us on; 3) I, too, feel that we should let him in. The press attaché of our
Embassy might ask him pnivately whetherhe would be willing to share
his material with the Hungarian historians — naturally for the purpose of
archiving only, not for publishing at home.“*’

It was decided, therefore, that for the time being they would not sever
contacts with Irving. The only explanation for this is that they were still
hoping to get hold of classified western intelligence. Irving himself felt
that the trust in him was dwindling away. In a letter sent through the press
attaché in London, he once again asked for an interview with Kaddr; “1
would like to talk with him for half an hour on general principles concern-
ing the establishment of socialist construction in Hungary, his own widely
recognised role in stabilizing and promoting Hungary’s positive image at
home and in the West, and on other matters; I would leave it to him to de-
cide whether he feels able to discuss the particular episodes around which
my book is centred.

Irving made a definite promise. that on this visit he would bring the
CIA materials in question. With the letter he also enclosed a document
that he had found in Radio Free Europe’s archive in Munich. This docu-
ment is [tem 7487/56 (dated July 28, 1956, ten days after Rdkosi’s remov-
al, describing how Kdddr had been tortured in prison).*

The London Ambassador Jédnos J. Lérincz warned against complying
with the request. In his opinion the interview would merely have served
to legitimize statements made in the book. As to the book itself, he set
litle store by it: “there might be some favourable parts on the role of the
Western organizations, but rather sensationalist.“ And then the recurring

dilemma:
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“For us the topic of 1956 is inconvenient, regardless of the tone.”*
Nevertheless, the Hungarians could not bear losing the promised docu-
ments. Overturning his earlier; decidedly negative view, Rezsé Bédnydsz
wrote to Ervin Hollés on March 27, 1979, addressed to the Scientific
Socialism Department of the Budapest Technical University. “Comrade
Holl6s should meet David Irving [. . .] and offer to proof-read the man-
uscript. By this we do not, of course, mean that you should review the
English text, but we would like you to sound out Irving about the main
message and concept of the book.”*

In August 1979 Irving once again applied for a visa. In his cable he
raised the question of the interview. By that time Tdmds Pdlos’s response,
too, was negative. “[. . .] He has already visited Hungary on several oc-
casions, and it has turned out that his views and political statements are
confused, and they are not backed up by a serious publisher. Lately he
took part in the televised debate about Sdndor Kopdcsi’s book and made
negative statements, so much so that KUM [the Foreign Ministry] has al-
ready severed all links with him. On the basis of the above we suggest that
you leave the cable unanswered; instead our Embassy in London should
inform him that Comrade Kaidar would not be able to see him. KUM
and BM [the Ministry of Interior] should decide whether they would give
Irving an entry Visa in view of his recent television appearance.”*

He got his visa in the end. In September 1979 Irving returned to
Hungary once again. Although he did not get to see Kidir, he did meet
Ervin Hollds, and he handed him copies of the telegrams that the Bu-
dapest Legation of the United States had sent between October 23 and
November 4, 1956. In connection with the documents, Rezs4 Binyisz,
the head of the Foreign Ministry’s Press Department, quarreled with Er-
vin Holls. Binydsz was resentful that Hollés had failed to hand overs
the documents to the Foreign Ministry. Hollos retorted that he naturally
handed in the documents, but he did so to the appropriate Hungarian of-
ficial body. Without a shadow of a doubt he was alluding to the Ministry

of Interior.®®

819






NOTES

1 David Irving: Uprising/ Hodder and Stoughtlon, 1981, 628 pp. The
book was published in German [Bertelsmann Verlag] under the title
Aufstand the same year.

2 Primarily, the early analyses of Hannah Arendt, Andy Anderson, Nico-
las Baudy, Basil Davidson and Martin Illik. See: 1956 kézikinyve
(1956 Handbook) vol. III. Bibliography. 1956-o0s Intézet, Budapest,
1996, pp. 1640 and 51-69. The first historical work on the subject
was Bill Lomax’s book, which came out in Great Britain in 1976.

3 The fourth cause, the “mistakes” of the Rékosi regime, obviously played
a marginal role in K4ddr’s propaganda.

4 In its article of October 21, 1966, Die Zeit wrote about the peaceful
coexistence of the party and the people. (“Friedliche Koexistenz von
Partei und Nation, das ist Ungarn 1966.”) Almost the same words
were used by Rbeinscher Merkur (“Ungarn — zehn Jahre danach”): “Es
ist keine Liebe und keine Freundschaft, aber ein Arrangement auf der
Grundlage des Status Quo — eine friedliche Koexistenz unter dem
Druck der Realititen.” On October 22 the American news agency
UPI reported that there was no sign of commemorating the revolu-
tion on this Saturday. And as to the Nowuwvel Observateur, it comment-
ed October 26, 1966 as follows: “Kdddr a tres vite repris a son compte
le programme de Nagy ... moins la neutralité, moins le pluralisme

politique, qui est également celui de Gomulka.”
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5 David Irving: Uprising! Hodder and Stoughton, London, 1981, p. 5.
The passage is quoted from Leon Trotsky’s 7he History of the Russian
Revolution.

6 Irving, op.cit. pp. 9-10.

7 Who is who in Hungary. Irving, op.cit. pp. 13-16.

8 See: Siiddeutsche Zeitung, May 17-18. 1981, p.11. Showing good judge-
ment, Dietl gives the title of “Antisemitic Investigative Journalism”
(“Antisemitische Spurensuche”) to his review.

9 See Chapter 5 entitled “The High Profile”; op.cit. pp. 45-501

10 Irving, op.cit. p. 48.

11 Here: too, the subtitle in the German edition was modified to read
“One Nation’s Tragedy”. The antisemitic line, and its absurdity, was
discussed by two contemporary reviewers. George Schopflin: “Revo-
lution as Melodrama,” Times Literary Supplement, April 3, 1981; and
Kai Bird and Bill Lomax: “The Secret Policemen’s Historian. Apolo-
gist for Hitler; Apologist for Soviet Repression”, New Statesman, April
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12 This claim was a recurrent element in the Kdddr regime’s portrayal of
the counterrevolution. It also comes up in the Ministry of the Inte-
rior’s secret folder entitled “Az 1956-o0s ellenforradalom az llambi-
ztonsdgi munka titkrében” (The Counter-revolution of 1956 in the
Light of the State Security Operations) and consequently in several
other publications of the Kdddr period. This concept served two pur-
poses: on the one hand it tried to defame Imre Nagy by suggesting
that he was no diffeerent from Ger6 and the rest of the Stalinists, and
on the other hand, it showed how cunningly Imre Nagy tried to dis-
guise his counter-revolutionary conspiracy even at the last minute by
pretending to support the Party’s cause.

13 Irving, op.cit. p. 372. Imre Nagy represented as a puppet on a string or
aTrojan horse was also a favourite theme of the Kdddrian propaganda.

14 Irving, op.cit. pp.396, 397.

15 Irving; op.cit. p. 452.
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16 Irving. op.cit. pp. 425, 427. Kddar never visited Mezo at his deathbed.

17 Irving, op.cit. p. 443.

18 See the chapter Colonel Kopécsi shrugs again, op.cit. pp. 405-422.

19 Irving, op.cit. p. 78. This is, of course, a lie.

20 It was in 1989, precisely after Imre Nagy’s reburial, that Kdroly Grész
received “information” from the KGB chief Valery Khruychkhov (one
of the leaders or the attempted neo-Bolshevk coup in Moscow in Au-
gust 1991) that as an agent of OGPU, Imre Nagy sent several of his
comrades to the gallows in Moscow in the 1930s. Therefore, he was
no different from all the other Stalinists. The available sources do not
support Khruychkhov’s (and Grész’s) claims. On the relationship be-
tween Imre Nagy and the Soviet state security forces, see Jinos M.
Rainer: Nagy Imre Politikai életrajz (Imre Nagy. A Political Biography)
vol. L., the chapter entitled “Dosszi¢k (Files), 1956-o0s Intezet, Buda-
pest, 1996. pp. 199-212.

21 Naturally, access to these sources was limited to those who had been
able to obtain permission from the authorities.

22 'The documents related to Irving’s activities in Hungary can be found
among the classified papers of the Hungarian Foreign Ministry and the
documents of the HSWP CC (the Party’s Central Committee) Pro-
paganda and Agitation Department. I should like to call attention to
two important sets of documents that have the papers related to Irving
more or less in one place. Magyar Orszdgos Levéltdr, Kiiliigyminisz-
térium, TUK iratok (Hungarian National Archives, Ministry of For-
eign Affairs, TUK [Top Secret] papers): XIX-J-1-j/1978, box no. 27,
file no. 003449/2 (title David Irving iijabb beutazasa—David Irving’s
Recent Visit); and MSZMP Agitdciés es Propagandaosztily 1974-es
iratai (1974 Papers of the Agitation and Propaganda Department),
228f, 22. s. 8e (file no. 001643/1974, Memos to Comrade Grédsz).

23 Gabor Gobolyds's memo to Tamds Pdlos. HSWP Agit.Prop. 1974, 288
f.22. cs. 29 6e. pp.13-14. Gbolyds refers to a letter sent by the HSWP
CC Agiticiés és Propagandaosztdly in 1973, marked Ag.276/2.
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24 Af/276/2/1973.

25 Gobblyos’ memo, ibid.

26 Lajos M. Lérincz, head of the department, sent a memo to Tamads Pilos
on August 9, 1973: “Protesting against Shawcross’ book at the FCO.”
They called the attention of the British to the point that the publica-
tion of the book would be “injurious to the Hungarian political and
public leadership and the feelings of the entire Hungarian people, in
view of the respect and popularity that surrounds Jdnos Kddar both as
a human being and as a political leader.” The Hungarian side threat-
ened to sabotage the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Eu-
rope, should the book be published. The British turned down the ap-
peal saying that they had no means to prevent the book’s publication.

288.fF.cs.27 8e./1973/ pp. 86-90. See also among the Foreign Min-
istry’s TUK papers: XIX-J-I-j/1973, box 24., 6-81/002314 (hos-
tile British press campaign); furthermore, see 6-816/002587/4-ig
(Comrade Kdddr in the British press); also, XIX-J-1-j/1974, box 21.
6-816/00952/2-ig. Shawcross’ book on Comrade Kaddr).

27 Ambassador Vencel Hazi’s letter dated October9, 1974,001643/1/1974.
XIX-J-j/1978.

28 See the above folder.

29 See introductory commentary in folder marked XIX-J-I-j/1
9781.003449/2.

30 One of the aims of the five-volume propaganda book, which was pub-
lished in 1957 (also in English, German and French so as to sway
international opinion), was to influence and counter-balance the
study and report carried out by the United Nations’ Committee No.
5. Ellenforradalmi erik a magyar oktéberi eseményekben (Counterrevo-
lutionary Forces in the October Events in Hungary), A Magyar Nép-
koztarsasdg Minisztertandcsa Tédjékoztatdsi Hivatala, Budapest, 1957.

31 This is a reference to the book by the official party historian Janos
Molnér Ellenforradalom: Magyarorszdgon 1956-ban (Counterrevolu-
tion in Hungary in 1956). Akadémiai Kiad6, Budapest, 1967; and to
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the book by Jdnos Berecz (Secretary of the Central Committee and
Politburo member in the 1980s): Ellenforradalom tollal és fegyverrel
(Counter-revolution with Pen and with Arms), Kossuth Kiadé, Bu-
dapest, 1967.

32 Letter to Comrade Kornidesz, Ag. I 54/2/1974. In: 288 f. 22. ¢cs. 29
Ge. p. 18.

33 Memo to Comrade Grész. ibid. pp. 20-21.

34 For a reference to this see file XIX-J-t j/1978.

35 Ag. 154/5. January 7, 1975. In: XIX-J-1-j/1975 box 27, 003449/2.

36 Document 00375 from the file 003449/2, box 27 of XIX-]J-1-j/1 978.

37 Ibid.

38 Both letters can be found in the file XIX-]l-j/1978/.

39 KUM, Sajtéf8osztily (Foreign Ministry, Press Department), 003449/2,
October 18, 1978.

40 Memo by Kovdcs and Bdnydsz, dated October 19, 1978, ibid.

41 Irving’s letter to Bdnlaki, the press attache of the London Embassy.
dated January 30. 1979. XIX-J-1-j/1979/ box 24. (The original copy
of the item enclosed by Irving can be round in the Open Society Ar-
chive, Budapest, ’56 Items.) Janos Kdddr, who succeeded Ldszl6 Rajk
as Minister of the Interior after the latter became foreign minister, and
was arrested in April 1951 on Rakosi’s orders. He was in prison until
1954 without being charged, tried or sentenced. To the best of our
knowledge he was not tortured. The aim of the gesture is clear: Irving
wanted to prove that he did have access to valuable western intelli-
gence material. At the same time, be also wanted to show that he was
aware of the fact that Kddar had suffered under the Rékosi regime and
that he believed the story, thus demonstrating that he meant to give
an unbiassed picture, not wishing to equate Kdddr’s role in 1956 with
the terror of the 1950s. The Item tells the well-known legend about
ripping Kddar’s fingernails. The information is said to have come from
“a confidential source”. Here is the brief report: “Jdnos Kdddr left the

AVH prison physically mutilated. During the investigation his fingers
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were ‘sharpened’. The fingernails on his left hand are missing. The

torture — allegedly on Mihdly Farkas’ direct orders — was carried out in

the cruellest possible manner.

At the moment Kdddr is regarded as the destined leader of Rékosi’s
opposition within the MDP. His closest followers have been recruited
from the rehabilitated victims of Stalinism.

In addition to the group formed by the victims of Stalinism, there
are two main groups within the Hungarian Workers Party. Naturally,
Rakosi’s removal from office did not put an end to the group of orthodox
Muscovites, whose members had played a prominent role in serving the
Stalinist course.

The other main faction or the Party is formed by the secret followers
of the Imre Nagy line, who were able to stay within the ranks of the Party
only because after Imre Nagy’s fall they practised self-criticism and swore
loyalty to the Party’s official line.

The Kddér group and Imre Nagy’s followers are at the moment in the
majority in the party leadership against the orthodox Muscovites.”

The evaluation by Radio Free Europe’s analysts is very interesting:
“The tortures inflicted upon Kdddr are unconfirmed, but consistent with
general information available here on the cruel investigation methods of
the politcal police. It is anybody’s guess whether Kad4r might be the leader
of the anti-Rékosi faction of the Party. However, this information is not
supported by any specific argument. The statement about the orthodox
Muscovite faction within the Party and about the ‘secret followers’ of Imre
Nagy are obvious speculation on the present political situation within the
Party.”

Irving’s choice was deliberate. The report not only describes Kéddr’s
torture but it also states that he and his followers were the real victims and
the real opposition force of Rakosi, rather than the opportunist Imre Nagy
group, whose members swore loyalty to the Party.

Incidentally, Kdddr always denied the rumour that he had been tor-
tured, but the story formed part of the “whisper propaganda”, playing an
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important part in proving that Kdddr himself was a victim of the regime,

rather than the successor of the Rikosi regime.

42 Janos J. Lérincz’s letter dated February 21, 1979, ibid.

43 Ibid. Document 00177/1/1979.

44 Memo to Comrade Gydri. Letter no. Ag/611/2, 288f. 22 cs. 3
6e./1979/, p. 178. The television programme was probably devoted
to former Budapest police chief Sindor Kopdcsi’s book published in
1979 in Paris under the title Au nom de la classe ouvriére. The docu-

ment fails to specify what the Hungarian objection had been to Ir-

ving’s comments.

45 Rezs6 Bédnydszs letter dated October 2, 1979. In: XIX-J-1-i/1979/box
24,

Pogrom in Budapest — October 30, 1945: The mob besieged the Com-
munist Party headquarters on Republic Square (Koztdrsasdg Ter). As the last
defenders emerged, they were mercilessly shot down and subjected to ritual deg-
radation — a spoon, a cigarette stub, a coin; Communist party paybooks were

tossed onto the corpses. ORIGINAL PHOTOS FROM THE AUTHOR’S COLLECTION.
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At the far end of the street, these two Hungarians were shot dead.
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arrests young rebels, 253

releases them, 267

and Russian tank action, 272

and mob attack on headquarters, 279-80, 319

sympathy with “pure and democratic revolution,” 280, 365
and Parliament Square massacre, 304, 319-20

contacts with rebel gangs, 353
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orders national guard, 391, 405, 409, 429

refuses to arm workers, 393

Polish attitude to, 394

growing unpopularity, 399, 403—4, 406, 409-10, 413, 425-33,
446-7, 453, 481

announces return to coalition government, 417-19, 430, 457
and Soviet troops withdrawal, 417, 419, 426, 435, 440, 447-8
and Soviet Declaration, 427-8, 433, 440

reception of revolutionary leaders, 428, 429-31, 453

872



INDEX

and reports of Soviet troops’ re-entry, 435, 440, 446, 454, 456,
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